
Horse Ridge Recreation Area 
 

If you like hills and want to avoid the mountain winter snow, and don’t want to travel far from 

the city of Bend, Oregon, this might be the place to explore. There are plenty of trails and great 

views. You might have to share the trail with exuberant bicyclists who love the wild slopes, so 

just give them space. Horse Range Recreation Area is managed by the Bureau of land 

management (BLM) and is about 20 miles east of Bend, Oregon office Highway 20. It’s a good 

alternate to the snowy Cascades if you wanna stretch your legs, although during big snowstorms 

it could be tough to traverse, unless you were on some skis or snowshoes. 

My day hike started me on a trail that isn’t on the BLM map yet, and ended on a fairly steep 

Sandy Canyon Trail back to the trail head. Besides exploring new territory, I had a secondary goal 

of finding a tree species other than the ubiquitous western juniper. The ponderosa pine was not 

known to be on this mountain range, yet I lucked into it. I can now extend the specie’s boundary 

maps beyond the Cascades and higher mountains of the High Desert.  

I chose to start at the Horse Ridge trailhead, probably the most popular of the several ones there. 

It has access to a handful of trails, including the Sandy Canyon Trail. The trail I started on, 

however, is to the west of that more popular trail, and is not shown on the BLM map, but the 

trail is well traveled and you can’t lose it. This trail, which is shown on my map, follows a small 

canyon and somewhat parallels the Sandy Canyon Trail up the slope. In order to connect to the 

Sandy Canyon Trail, I had to get to the connecting Horse Ridge Trail. But before doing that, I 

veered off of this trail and headed up to the top of the ridge to get a great view of the south west 

part of the recreation area. This is where I spotted the lone ponderosa Pine. I searched the area 

for any of its cohorts, but couldn’t find any. I suspect there are more on the range. I logged this 

one and noted its coordinates. I added it to the great inaturalist.com website. 

There is no drinking water on the trail or trailhead, so bring plenty. There are a lot of shady spots 

under the many western junipers there where you can get the greatest views of the expansive 

lowlands, beautiful Cascades, and other smaller mountain ranges to the east. 

The BLM map, which is a good, detailed one, unfortunately is a little misleading. I have noted 

some apparent trail access points on that map where there’s no parking and no obvious trailhead. 

So I would stick to the obvious trailhead markers on the map. 

The green motorized access roads shown on their map is also very rough, and I wouldn’t 

recommend anything, but a high clearance all-wheel drive vehicle. I also visited the Rickard 

Trailhead which has access to a small area with several short trails. 

I have provided three maps at the end of this document. One shows the general area, one shows 

the trails I took, and the final one is the BLM map which show the trails I didn’t get to, with a few 

remarks of mine. 



 

From near the Horse Ridge Trailhead, looking up to the ridge 

 

 
 One of the very old western junipers in the area 

 
The start of the trail is an old access road, but soon narrows 

 



 

The great view to the north from the top of the ridge 

 

 

 
The lone ponderosa pine I found 

 
The steep Sandy Canyon Trail 

 



 

The Rickard Trailhead leads to a small group of trails 

 

 



 

 



 

BLM Map 


